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2013 ANNUAL REPORT 
The Historical Society of the Somerset Hills 

 

by Marcella A. Miccolis, Chairman 

 
Executive Summary 

2013 was a milestone year for The Historical Society of the Somerset 

Hills and as in the many previous years proved to be a most productive 

one! Highlights include:   

 Founded on September 23, 1928, The Historical Society of the  

Somerset Hills (originally the Basking Ridge Historical Society)  

celebrated its 85th anniversary! 

 The Museum Committee participated with other local historical    

organizations for an art gallery exhibition at the Administration   

Office to honor the 325th Anniversary of Somerset County. 

 How Children Played! was introduced as a new education                

program that explores how early American handcrafted toys               

taught adult lessons learned at play. 

 Speaker Programs were enhanced with prominent guest lecturers 

through our membership in the N.J. Council for the Humanities. 

 The Historical Society and the Historic  Preservation Advisory 

Committee of Bernardsville received grants from the 2013                    

Somerset County Historic Preservation & History Awards. 

 The 17th Holiday House Tour was held on Sunday, December 15.  

Attended by over 400 visitors, the highly successful fundraiser              

featured five private residences and the Brick Academy. 

Detailed in the report are Community Outreach; Brick Academy             

Museum; Education; Speaker Programs; Membership; Historic Preser-

vation; THSSH Online; Fund Raisers; Brick Academy Utilization; and 

Consultation & Clerical.  

 

2013 Annual Report excerpts continue on pages 4-6  

View the complete report at www.thssh.org   
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Revolutionary War Beacons - 
From Short Hills to Green Pond 

 

February 20 at 7:30 PM 

 

     The history of the warning signals General 
George Washington wished strategically placed to 
serve as a means to alert the New Jersey militia 
troops (from Short Hills to Green Pond), as told 
through the experience and life of a militia cap-
tain named Josiah Hall of the Village of Denville 
in Morris County. Hall was responsible for tend-
ing to the beacon at   Union Hill, from which one 
could view Jockey Hollow and Morristown. 
Washington directed General Alexander, Lord 
Stirling, to oversee erection of the beacons, 
placed throughout the Watchung Mountains. 
Captain Hall was a simple farmer who loyally 
served under Colonels Ford and Seeley from 
1776 to the end of the revolution. 
     Guest speaker Rod B. Leith is the Rutherford          
Borough Historian, the author of the award win-
ning column, History Chest, president of the Board 
of Trustees of The Meadowlands Museum and a 
member of the Rutherford Historic Preservation 
Committee.   

  

The Brick Academy                                                             
15 W. Oak Street, Basking Ridge  

Free Admission  

 

TRUSTEE NEWS 
  

Gregory Gonzalez - The Board of Trustees is pleased to 

welcome Gregory Gonzales as Treasurer of The Historical 

Society. Greg is a Certified Public Account and is partner 

of the  accounting and business consulting firm of Leaver 

& Gonzalez in Basking Ridge. He has over 30 years of 

public accounting experience in the service and construc-

tion industries as well as not-profit organizations. Greg is a 

member of the American Institute of CPA’s and New              

Jersey Society of CPA’s Member of Congress Key Person 

Program.         
 

Connie Smythe - The Board of Trustees extends its sin-

cere gratitude to retiring Trustee Connie Smythe for her 

many years of dedicated service and leadership role in the 

Historical Society. Connie has been a Trustee for over a 

decade and in that time she has contributed significantly to 

the organization’s growth, served on various THSSH com-

mittees, and has volunteered endless hours of her time at 

community events.  Best wishes and many thanks! 

Young visitors proudly display their                             

Lenape tee shirts with traditional                           

designs for Thanksgiving 2013. 
 

‘Craft Sunday’ at the Brick Academy                        

engages children in learning about history                   

by creating early American crafts.   
 

Thank you THSSH educators! 

 

Mansion In May  
 

Legendary BLAIRSDEN, the magnificent Gilded Era 

country home of C. Ledyard Blair, in Peapack-

Gladstone, will be the setting for ‘2014 Mansion in 

May.’ The preeminent Designer Showcase and             

Gardens event will feature over 50 of the area’s top 

interior and landscape designers and will be open 

daily in May from 10am - 3pm.  
 

Blairsden is the 17th Mansion In May sponsored by 

the Women's Association of Morristown Medical        

Center. Proceeds will benefit an expansion of the      

Pediatric Intensive Care Center and a new Autism 

Center at Goryeb Children's Hospital at Morristown 

Medical Center.    
 

To honor the one-month opening of Blairsden as 

Mansion In May, The Historical Society of Somerset 

Hills will publish historical information, schedule a 

speaker program, and feature the estate in a perma-

nent Somerset Hills exhibit at the Brick Academy.  
 

The May edition of Inside the Brick Academy newslet-

ter will contain further information. For tickets, or to 

volunteer, please visit www.MansionInMay.org.  

  

http://www.MansionInMay.org
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The Great Divide –                                                    

Antique Floor Screens  

By Martine White  

     

It may not seem an essential piece of furniture, but an 

attractive floor screen can easily transform any living 

space and add dimension to your interior. Coco Chanel 

recognized the appeal as she famously sought out doz-

ens of antique lacquered screens to adorn her Paris 

abode. Even Yves Saint Laurent   favored the glamour 

of parchment panels by the  designer Jean-Michel 

Frank. Many interior designers also agree that a 

thoughtfully placed screen can add  drama and mystery 

to a space. 

     Whereas drama is not an essential component to a 

living space, the screen served practical functions as 

well. From as early as the third century B.C., the screen 

adorned imperial palaces in China, and was known to 

not only block drafts but shield the heat of embers in 

the Victorian period. Even the needlepoint fire screen 

became the focal point in Victorian homes as it        

displayed the embroidery skill of the home maker.   

     While both English and American screens were pri-              

marily framed woven panels intended for re-directing 

heat from the fireplace, Asian screens were hand-

painted wooden panels that served purely as decoration. 

Artists in both China and Japan joined multiple panels 

to create elaborate scenes of painted imagery using 

gold and silver leaf to reflect the light of oil lamps. In 

the 17th century these painted and lacquered panels 

soon became symbols of wealth as English and Dutch 

tradesmen began supplying Europe with these exotic 

decorations.  

     The Chinese Coromandel screens, named for the          

Indian coast where they were loaded onto ships for              

export, were ebonized folding lacquered panels often 

decorated in gold and frequently applied with specimen 

stones illustrating in-depth landscapes featuring figures 

at leisure in gardens and pavilions. In contrast, 19th 

century Japanese screens were often decorated with 

naturalistic imagery in gold detail on silk panels. 

     Today modern screens can reconfigure a room,          

create a dramatic backdrop or establish an entirely dif-

ferent mood. Whether they are relief carved, perforated 

wood panels or Modern molded plywood screens by 

Charles and Ray Eames, a screen can add an architec-

tural element where one doesn’t exist. Perhaps it’s the    

versatility that makes screens so desirable. You can  

rearrange them, transfer them to another room or fold 

them up for storage. Unlike the walls we live within, 

you can even take them with you. 

IN MEMORIAM  

     The Historical Society of the Somerset Hills mourns 
the passing of its former Chairman and longtime friend,    
Dianne O’Connor on November 24, 2013.  
     Diane was raised in Minnesota, attended Marquette 

University and married her college 
sweetheart Terrence O'Connor. After 
residing in St. Louis and Dallas, they 
settled in Westfield, NJ, where her 
husband died unexpectedly in 1969. 
As a young widow Diane raised six 
children stressing honesty, integrity, 
and closeness among the siblings. In 

1977, Diane moved her family to Basking Ridge where 
she remained active in the community for over 30 years.  

     Diane was a long-standing member of the Historical               
Society for 20 years and as a former Chairman, made 
significant contributions to the Brick Academy Restora-
tion Project and many Holiday House Tours. She was 
also an active member of the Garden Club of Basking 
Ridge, the Rosary Society of Saint James, and the Com-
mittee to Revitalize Downtown Basking Ridge. Diane 
worked as an interior designer, realtor, and managed a 
shop at the Summit Antique Center. Diane is survived 
by her six children and eleven grandchildren. The           
Historical Society is very grateful for generous bequests 
made by friends and family in her memory.   

Somerset County Recognizes 
Top Three Booming NJ Suburbs 

 

The Somerset County Board of Freeholders recently 
awarded citations to Bernards, Bridgewater, and  
Hillsborough townships for being recognized as the 
three top places to live in New Jersey, based on Cold-
well Bankerôs 2013 Best Places to Live for Booming 
Suburbs Survey.  

In the survey, towns with a population greater than or 
equal to 22,275 were scored based on about 20           
attributes, including access to suburban amenities, 
proximity to good schools, commuting convenience, 
unemployment percentages and community safety.   

ñSomerset County commends Bridgewater, Bernards 
and Hillsborough for their recognition as the top three 
suburbs in New Jersey,ò said Freeholder Director  
Peter S. Palmer.  ñWe believe that the countyôs mix of 
good schools, businesses, commuting options, open 
space and triple-A bond rating makes Somerset 
County a truly desirable place to live.ò 
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2013 ANNUAL REPORT 
(continued from front page) 

 
Community Outreach 

 

In order to provide opportunities for the community to gain an understanding of our mission and to raise consciousness 

of the historical heritage of the Somerset Hills, the organization participates in many Somerset County and Somerset 

Hills history-related events such as Charter Day; Memorial Day Parade; Lord Stirling 1770s Festival; and Weekend 

Journey through the Past. In addition: 
 

 Historic artifacts from THSSH collections are displayed at municipal buildings, neighborhood libraries, local 

schools, and community events. 
 Free lectures and tours are provided to educators, scout troops, senior citizens, and other non-profit groups. 

 
Brick Academy Museum 

 

The main floor of the Brick Academy serves as a museum of local artifacts, the only one of its kind in the Somerset 

Hills.  The top floor restored to an1890s period schoolroom with an authentic pot belly stove, period furniture and class-

room objects, is used for education programs.   
 

Exhibits & Displays:  
 A display of antique "Make-Dos" was placed in the museum, with a sister display installed at the Bernards               

Township Library. 

 The Museum Committee provided posters of Historical Politicians for an exhibit in May to honor the  325th          

Anniversary of Somerset County.  Among the artifacts were portraits of Theodore Frelinghuysen, who served as a 

U.S. Senator, N.J. Attorney General and Mayor of Newark, as well as fellow statesman, Samuel Lewis Southard.  
 

Projects:  
 The Clay/Frelinghuysen Currier & Ives print was reframed with a sympathetic frame. 

 Installed glass display shelves for local artifacts in the window wells on the ground level of the Brick Academy.  

 Implemented an electronic artifact cataloging system. 

 Worked with two interns from Drew University to assist with our Archives and Collections Management project. 

 

     New Jerseyõs Covered Bridges  

By June O. Kennedy 

Covered bridges are an authentic piece of Americana, steeped in the nostalgia of an earlier slower-paced 

era that has all but vanished. The origin of the covered bridge, which flourished in the United States  

between 1825 and 1875 is not American. Italy’s Ponte Vecchio in Florence 

and the Bridge of Sighs in Venice along with two others in Lucerne,      

Switzerland date from the 14th and 15th centuries. Like most things Euro-

pean, the practice of building covered bridges was copied in America. In 

New Jersey there were covered bridges throughout most of the 21 counties 

(left photo of the Green Sergeant’s Covered Bridge in Hunterdon County, 

built in 1872).  Many were located along the Delaware River. The oldest 

bridge on record was near New Brunswick at Raritan Landing, 1772. It 

was damaged in 1776 when General Washington’s troops set it on fire to 

cut off the British pursuit, but survived only to be destroyed by fire in 1894. Somerset County’s two cov-

ered bridges erected in 1820 and 1850 lasted until the 1920s.  
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Brick Academy Museum  
 

Acquisitions:  
 Signed letter from Lord Stirling dated 1775 was donated by Richard Blauvelt; on display in the Lord Stirling case 

 Diorama of the William Annin Farmstead from the English family 

 A framed, handwritten deed dated 1799, conveying a large plot of Bernards Township land was donated to THSSH 

by Arthur Thomas Lewis III of Middlebury, Vermont. The property of one Gavin McCoy was conveyed to one Tho-

mas Lewis. 
 

Membership: Small Museum Association 

 
Education 

 

The Education Committee comprises three retired certified New Jersey teachers and a former Girl Scout Leader        

with guidance from the Society’s Historian.  
 

 Students from the five elementary schools in Bernards Township visit the Brick Academy for an education program. 

This year over 400 children participated in programs staffed either by THSSH committee members or by Museum  

of Early Trades and Crafts teachers.  

 Our education programs have young visitors ‘role play’ what it is like to be a student in 1850 at the Brick Academy.  

How Children Played! was introduced as a new education program that explores how early American handcrafted 

toys taught adult lessons learned at play.   

 In addition to our education programs, some class trips take a walking tour of Basking Ridge village given by their 

teachers who we have trained by our educators in local stories of historic interest.  

 Scout troops from the Somerset area continue to visit the Brick Academy as part of their merit badge programs.  

 ‘Craft Sunday’ has proven to be an enriching THSSH education program to engage local children in learning about 

history by creating early American crafts.  This year’s programs include ‘Lenape Tee Shirts’ and ‘Coats of Arms.’  

 We partnered with Trilogy Repertory Company to display a School Teacher mannequin, in full period   costume  

and wig, in the 1890s Schoolroom.  

 On Charter Day, Education Committee members served as docents in the top floor schoolroom to create an                     

authentic 1890s experience for visitors. 

 A historic Walking Tour of Basking Ridge village was conducted for families in the fall.    

 In November, June Kennedy, the Society’s Historian, lectured Spring Ridge residents about Bernards Township  

history.  
 

Other education-related programs include: Walking Tours, History VolunTEENs, Inside the Brick Academy newsletter,  

‘Around and About Basking Ridge, Liberty Corner and Lyons’ book and THSSH Brochure. 

       
Speaker Programs 

 

Conducted at General Membership Meetings, professional speakers present a broad range of historical subjects. The   

programs are free, held at the Brick Academy and are advertised to THSSH members and the general public. This past 

year included: Mike Duncan - A Night with the Founding Fathers, Margaret Westfield - Dating Historic Buildings, 

Monica Hoffman - Determined Spirit: The Story of Amelia Earhart, Daniel Campbell - Early American Jewelry, and  

David Sperling - 18th Century Clockmaking in New Jersey.  

 
Membership 

 

 The Historical Society welcomed four new members in this past year. 

 Nearly 100 THSSH members and community friends volunteered their time for the 2013 Holiday Tour as house  

docents, car parkers and cookie bakers. 

 The Historical Society is a member of The Somerset County Historical Society, League of Historical Societies        

of New Jersey, National Trust for Historic Preservation, and Preservation New Jersey 
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Historic Preservation 

 The Somerset Hills area received two grants from the Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission’s 2013 

Historic Preservation & History Awards Program: The Historical Society of the Somerset Hills received $37,600 

(funds will be used to replace the existing wood shake roof at the Brick Academy) and the Historic Preservation  

Advisory Committee of Bernardsville received $249,806 (funds will be used at the historic Dunster Squibb House 

primarily for roof and gutter replacements, chimney reconstruction, and window repairs). Grant applications were 

prepared by Trustees Dan Lincoln and Paula Axt. 

 THSSH Executive Committee continued discussions with the Peapack-Gladstone Historic Preservation Committee 

regarding ownership and preservation of the local lime kilns. 

 
THSSH.org Online  

Our primary traditional website contains information about the Historical Society, the Brick Academy, events calendar, 

historic districts and landmarks, Inside the Brick Academy newsletter, archives, photographs, and special announce-

ments. Top searches continue to be Blairsden, homepage, archives, local interest, Charter Day and images. In addition, 

social media sites including Facebook, Twitter, and dedicated history blogs continue to provide information regarding 

history in the Somerset Hills and the Historical Society. 

 
Fund Raisers 

 

 Gift items are sold at the Brick Academy and community events as well as displayed on the Historical  Society’s              

website: www.thssh.org.  

 Substantial revenue is generated through paid advertisements from local merchants and professional services in                 

our newsletter, Inside the Brick Academy.  

 Non-profit organizations that conduct meetings at the Brick Academy provide a contribution.  

 School children, area residents and out-of-town visitors make generous donations at the Brick Academy. 

 Brick Academy notecards are sold at the Bernards Township Library.  

 Donations are received through ShopforMuseums.com, a primary source of online fundraising for museums and                  

related non-profit organizations through three hundred participating retail stores. 

 Holiday House Tour in the Somerset Hills is conducted biennially with proceeds benefitting our museum exhibits,   

public lectures, educational programs, and operating expenses at the Brick Academy.   

 
Brick Academy Utilization 

In addition to our museum, research room, education programs, and community events, the Brick Academy is utilized 

for:  

 Å The Historical Society conducts regular Board of Trustees, Membership and Committee meetings 

 Å The Herding Group Association of New Jersey - quarterly meetings  

 Å The Northern NJ Region Porsche Club of America - monthly meetings    

 Å The Berkeley Circle Homeowners Association - annual meeting  

 Å The Guard Pipes and Drums - weekly meeting  

 Å Antique Guild - periodically  

 Å AAUW - periodically  

 
Consultation & Clerical 

 

Volunteered hours were spent providing telephone and face-to-face consultation on local history subjects; reviewing and 

cataloguing acquisitions; photographing and digitizing old documents; cataloging our library of rare local books and  

archival files; and composing correspondences and publications.   

http://www.thssh.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2014 Outlook 
 

 The Museum Committee will install a permanent exhibit at the Brick Academy that showcases the Somerset Hills              

including Bedminster; Peapack-Gladstone; Far Hills; Bernardsville; and Bernards Township. Through art; artifacts; 

maps; photos; posters; memorabilia; documents and written details, the exhibit will tell a compelling story about            

the area from its beginnings to the present day. 
 

 The Historical Society will network with The Women’s Association of Morristown Medical Center and the        

Blairsden estate homeowner for Mansion in May and future mutual interests. 
  

 In addition to our Bernards Township elementary school program, the Education Committee plans to further                           

develop ‘Craft Sunday’ and Scout Troop visits to the Brick Academy. 
 

 The Historical Society will consult with the management of the future Washington House restaurant to provide                   

vintage photographs and memorabilia of historic Basking Ridge village. 
 

 A full agenda of Speaker Programs is scheduled with a special presentation in May about the Blairsden estate                   

by W. Barry Thomson, local historian. 
 

 A Summer Social will be held at the Brick Academy to honor long-standing members of the Historical Society. 
 

 An online ‘email blast’ will be created to notify our internal list of members and museum visitors about upcoming 

events and special announcements. 
 

 The Historic Preservation grant of $37,600 from the Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission will be  

used to replace the existing wood shake roof at the Brick Academy. 
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Welcome New Members!  

The Historical Society of the Somerset Hills  

is pleased to welcome the following new members: 
 

Ria & Mike Zazzarino , Bernardsville 

John Leskauskas , Bernardsville 



 

 

 

 

 

 

       

P.O. Box 136                                 

Basking Ridge, NJ 07920                                                             

908.221.1770                                                         

www.thssh.org 

 

Museum Hours:  

Sundays 2 to 4 PM 

 

       www.rosellesavings.com 

 

THSSH Board of Trustees 
 

 Chairman: Marcella Miccolis • President: Daniel Lincoln  

Treasurer: Gregory Gonzalez • Recording Secretary: Robin Marion  
 

 Paula Axt, Brooks Betz, John Campbell, June Campbell, David Connolly, Sylvia Gambony, Patricia Gray,                                                  

Florence Hallgring, June Kennedy, Lawrence Terricone, Martine White, and Susan Zibelli 
 

 

  

The Brick Academy                                                                                                

15 West Oak Street • Basking Ridge, NJ 07920                                                                                                                                                                                 

908.221.1770     www.thssh.org  


