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ART ǬǱIǺATȈS ǯIFE -   
Tɯʍ Gɼeaʠ Oʨʔ Tɼɫʍ Aᴍ Eˆ˓ʳˋiʠ 

 

Sˤndˉʦ, Mˉʦ 7        
10ǡM -  4 ǶM 

 
     "Gone but not forgotten" will ring true as visitors to the Brick 
Academy, 15 W. Oak Street in Basking Ridge, experience a special 
art exhibit that celebrates the historic oak tree that once stood proud 
in the center of Basking Ridge at the Basking Ridge Presbyterian 
Church on East Oak Street. 

     The Historical Society of the Somerset Hills has invited artists 
who reside in Somerset Hills to create a work of art that expresses 
how this mighty oak has touched them. More than twenty artists          
responded with works that range from poetry and song to paintings 
and photographs. "We hope members of our community enjoy seeing 
these special works of art that bring back to life how this tree has 
touched their lives," says THSSH Chairman, Sue Zibelli. 

     Executive Director of The Center for Contemporary Art, Elie          
Porter Trubert, has kindly volunteered to act as curator of this            
exhibit. On display at the Brick Academy are works from Eileen  
Barna, Alex Bugatti, Suzanne Cline, Tammy DeVoe, Jack Donohue, 
Meeta Garg, Anne Lindabury Lanphear, Allan Luisi, Kathi Paton, 
Stella Perna, Madeline Polidor-LeBoeuf, Nancy Robinson, Jonathan 
Torgrimsen, David Van DeBrake, and Martine White of Basking 
Ridge; Linda Arnold of Liberty Corner; Martha Kelshaw and Tom 
Schneider of Bernardsville; and David Clark, Mary Gunning, and  
Edward Riedinger of Bedminster.   
     The full exhibit will be shown at the Brick Academy for one day 
only - Sunday, May 7th from 10am to 4pm. Afterwards, selected 
pieces will travel to the Bernards Township, Bernardsville, and         
Bedminster Clarence Dillon public libraries, as well as to the USGA 
Golf Museum in Far Hills, where they will remain on display for an 
indefinite period of time. For more information about the Great Oak 
Tree Art Exhibit, or about The Historical Society of the Somerset 
Hills, call 908-221-1770 or email info@THSSH.org. 
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Mark Your Calendar... 

 

THSSH Events:  
 

 The Great Oak Tree  Sunday  

 Art Exhibit              May 7   

      

 Charter Day Festival        Saturday  

    May 20  
 

 Speaker Series Social   Thursday  

    September 21 
 

 Lord Stirling Festival      Sunday  

    October 1 
 

 Weekend Journey               Saturday, October 7  

 Through The Past              Sunday, October 8  
  

 Haunted Walking Tour   Sunday  

     October 29 

 
Check the calendar at www.thssh.org   

for more events & updates!  

Bernards Township Charter Day  -  May 20  
     This yearõs event commemorates the 257th anniver-
sary of the granting of a Charter by King George II of 
England, establishing Bernardston Township. This act 
was in appreciation for the services of Sir 
Francis Bernard who was Royal Governor 
of New Jersey from 1758 to 1760.   
     The festival, along South Finley Avenue, 
will be  held on Saturday, May 20 from 
11am to 5pm with live entertainment until 
10pm. THSSH will have a street presence 
with several new activities: a framed poster 
of the Bernardston Charter will be signed 
by the Mayor and local dignitaries; life-size cutouts of 
King George II and Sir Francis Bernard will be availa-
ble for a personal photo opportunity; and winners of  
the ôTree-Viewsõ writing contest will recite their essays. 

     The Brick Academy will be open from 11am to 
5pm. Highlights of the museum, located at 15 West 
Oak Street, include What Put Somerset Hills on the 

Map exhibit, Bernards Township history 
boards, Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church 
300th Anniversary display, and the 1890s 
schoolroom with period furnishings, a pot-
belly stove, and early education artifacts. As 
a special event, local artist and THSSH 
member Linda Arnold will be signing cop-
ies of her new ôSomerset Hills History            
Coloring Bookõ from 1-4pm. Both loca-

tions will highlight the Historical Societyõs mission, 
standing committees, membership benefits, and volun-
teer opportunities. For Bernards Township Charter 
Day information, please visit www.thssh.org.   

 

Join the Parade! 
 

Saturday, June 10  

     The Historical Society invites 
members and friends to join us in 
the Basking Ridge Presbyterian 
Church 300th Anniversary Parade.  
     The procession will start at 2pm 
at Ridge High School on South  
Finley Avenue and travel north to 
the front of the church. The dis-

tance is about one mile and will take 30-45 minutes. 
Paraders are asked to arrive at 1pm.  
     After a brief ceremony, everyone is invited to the 
Brick Academy for light refreshments and a special 
exhibit on the church’s history. The Brick Academy 
was built as a classical school for young men in 
1809 with funds raised by Dr. Robert Finley, pastor 
of the Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church.  
     If you would like to walk with the Historical  
Society of the Somerset Hills parade banner, please 
call 908-221-1770.  



 

 

Pottersville Village Historic District  
 

     Pottersville is an early settlement that uniquely combined the role of a service center for an 

agricultural hinterland with that of a rural milling and manufacturing center based on water-

power. At its peak, the village had connection to both road and rail networks and its goods were 

marketed well beyond the immediate region.  

     William Willet, the first known settler in the 1750s, established a feed 

and flour mill as well as a fulling mill. Both mills were in operation during 

the Revolutionary War, selling wares to the Continental Army. As the con-

tinental currency depreciated, Willet declared bankruptcy and sold his 

mills to the Potter family in 1783 which later led to the current name. 

     A century later, upwards of 200,000 baskets of peaches were shipped 

from Pottersville and Oldwick by wagons to Chester, Whitehouse and        

beyond. The profitable peach industry led the short-line Rockaway Valley Railroad to build a 

spur to Pottersville in 1889 with both passenger and freight service. A hotel was built by Henry 

Flemming, a local distiller, behind the station. The railroad also ran excursions to the beautiful 

Black River Falls with the land around the glen serving as an amuse-

ment park. Unfortunately, devastating failure of peach crops resulted 

in the 1912 closure of the railroad and ultimately related amenities. 

Today, Pottersville is a quiet community with Italianate, Queen Anne 

and Folk Victorian residential architecture and several services. The 

quaint village is listed on the National and New Jersey Registers of         

Historic Places.  
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P.O. Box 136                                 
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920                                                             
908.221.1770                                                         
www.thssh.org  

Museum Hours:  
First Sunday of the Month               
2 to 4 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  


